'To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD.
'February 7, 1755. ' MY LORD,
'I have been lately informed, by the proprietor of the World, that two papers, in which my Dictionary is recommended to the puhlick, were written by your Lordship. To be so distinguished, is an honour, which, being very little accustomed to favours from the great, I know not well how to receive, or in what terms to acknowledge.
'When, upon, some slight encouragement, I first visited your Lordship, I was overpowered, like the rest of mankind, by the enchantment of your address; and could not forbear to wish that I might boast myself Lc •uainqtteur du vaittqueur de la terre*;—that I might obtain that regard for which I saw the world contending; but I found my attendance so little encouraged, that neither pride nor modesty would suffer me to continue it. When I had once addressed your Lordship in publick, I had exhausted all the art of pleasing which a retired and uncourtly scholar can possess. I had done all that I could ; and no man is well pleased to have his all neglected, be it ever so little.
' Seven years, my Lord, have now past, since I waited in your outward . rooms, or was repulsed from your door; during which time I have been pushing on my work through difficulties, of which it is useless to complain, and have brought it, at last, to the verge of publication, without one act of assistance3, one word of encouragement, or one smile of
1  In 1790, the year before the Life of Johnson came out,  Boswell published this letter in a separate sheet of four quarto pages under the following title :—The celebrated Letter from Samuel Johnson, L/-J.)., to J'/ii/ip Dormer Stanhope, Earl of Chesterfields    Noiv jirst published   with Notes, by James Boswell, Esq., London.   Printed by Henry Baldwin ; for Charles Dilly  in   the Poultry,
MDCCX.C. Price Half-a-Guinca. Entered in tha Hall-Hook of the Company of Stationers. It belongs to the same impression as Tlie Life of Johnson.
2  ' Je chante le vainqucur dos vain-queurs de la terre.'    lioilcau, I?Art poi!tiqite, iii. 272.
3 The following note is subjoined by Mr. Langton :—' Dr. Johnson, when he gave me this copy of his lultcr, desired that \ would annex to it his information to mo, that whereas it is said in the letter that "no assistance has been received," he did once receive from Lord Chesterfield the sum of ten pounds ; but as that was so inconsiderable a sum, he thought the mention of it could not properly find place in a letter of the kind that this was.1 BosWKLt,. 'This surely is an unsatisfactory excuse,' writes Mr,, Croker. He read Johnson's letter carelessly, as the rest of his note shews. Johnson snys, that during the seven years that had passed since he was repulsed from
favour.nit', ih.ii li» ><>|iv i.| it -.!>nul»l lir l.iLt-li", Jit|itiii<M •."•rinnl mil" Ii j.li-.i'.nl lli.ll II h.ld ,llll.» li'il lltr .IdrllllHll n| a Utitilnu>tn »f '•«« l< .» n--.j«!-< l.ililt* t li.iiiit |rr i Iml ."«il"-l jhtiimi,; -.ninr tiltir*, lift Itiml In i iitiiptv mill lilt* rrmit'nl, viyuiit, wiih .« Miulr, ' Nit, Sir; ! h.iti' hurt ilir- ting Imi nun h y ;" t>r H-»rtli tt> ilia! |»uipmr.
